May 2007: over the past while a few people have emailed me to ask how I approached the readings and prepared for exams e.g. Did I do all the readings? Did I focus on what was covered in class etc? Here is a copy of the email reply I sent to one of them. 
I would not focus on what they discussed in class when preparing for exams. The exams are set out of a "test bank" of exam questions which is totally independent of what is covered in class. Your instructor does not personally set the exam, and will not be telling the examiners what he/she covered in class. So do not take what is covered in class as an indication of what is important. Some exam questions cover minutia, others are bigger picture type concepts - simply reading the readings is the best way to prepare - the answers for all exam questions are guaranteed to be in the materials; that is the rule they have. 

Everyone's approach to readings is different - I did all the readings well before the exam. However, I have friends who started the readings a week before the exam and passed - although they now remember very little.  

My approach to the readings was as follows: I crossed out all the pages that were not examinable. I then counted the total number of pages of reading and divided them into the number of week days PLTC ran for (weekends were free, or for catch up). When doing that calculation I did not count the last week - I left that for final catch-up and revision. I then did the readings in sequential order totally disregarding what was being covered in class on a given day. 

In our session, the readings set for class did not match the examinable readings exactly i.e. if you just follow the readings for class you will have to come back and fill in the patches missed when doing the examinable readings. Jumping around like that makes no sense to me. I rather just started at the beginning and did my 20 something page quota per day and proceeded sequentially through all the examinable readings. This means that you read the materials in the order they were designed to be read in, so things are explained in sequence and make sense. In fact, I found the materials to be very useful and well written. Pacing yourself and timing it to finish the materials the week before exams also means that you will spend an equal amount of time on all readings - instead of reading some sections really well (early on in PLTC when there is lots of time) and then cramming the others (which you skipped because of assignments etc.). Setting a daily quota quickly gives you an idea of what speed you have to go at to keep up and so you automatically give equal attention to all areas. 

Doing the readings on your own timetable is also a recipe for staying awake in class - because if you do the readings for class the day before class, class becomes deathly boring because the instructor just broadly discusses what you read the previous night, without going into detail and without discussing anything new - and sometimes contradicting what is said in the materials. 

If you follow the class readings you will have some very light reading days and some impossibly heavy days. Also, when the assignments start hitting you will struggle to keep up with the readings (Sometimes I had to catch up on weekends).  

It all comes down to how diligent you want to be. If you are disciplined from the beginning you will know the materials really well, which will serve you well in the future. If you cram, you will probably pass - but soon forget it all. I guess it depends on how much effort you are prepared to make?

p.s. if you are interested, you can call and they will give you your exam grades. 

